
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WILDFLOWER BEACH RAMBLE:  This month for something a bit 

different and to increase awareness about the annual proliferation of 

tens of thousands of colourful, self-seeded wildflowers doing their own 

thing along our local beaches, I’ve teamed up again with talented 

photographer, Catherine Reeves.  

 

To enjoy the natural beauty that is all around us – and at any time of 

the year, all you need to do is dress accordingly and go and look for it!  

Here’s Catherine’s wildflower travel guide.  

 

“I was wondering why we’d never seen these beautiful wildflowers before and then I realised that 

most of us don’t visit the beach a great deal through spring, unless we live there, because it hasn’t 

warmed up yet. By the time we arrive in summer the springtime 

glory has gone!”  

“ 

“As with all exploration, we have found the 

various spaces randomly and simply by 

just turning up. This area is best accessed 

from Meanee Quay; take the Ahuriri 

Estuary walking track, looking in to the 

right to find these wild plants. We first 

discovered the wildflowers in spring, when 

one day, a flash of orange caught my eye and, when we went to investigate, 

we found wild calendula in abundance.”  

“On return visits, we also found that, thanks to the past presence of 

fishermen’s cottages, there was a myriad of grape hyacinth flowers 

creating a blue haze through late September in to October.  

Subsequently, you will also find centranthus ruber (above left) blooming prolifically in three different 

colours, numerous other bulbs and rosy garlic.”  

“There’s no particular flow from one place to another, but further up the main 

road you’ll find a turn off to Rogers Road at Bay View.  

 

Just recently, we discovered the most astonishing gathering of prickly pear plants 

that you could ever imagine when we stepped over the railway line and took the 

path to the right back towards Napier.  

There are all kinds of wild plants in this area including various colours of 

osteospernum and Californian poppies. There’s no real parking, just a gap and the 

grass verge and you can see the railway line.”  

 

“The next stop is The Succulent Beach, accessed 

via Franklin Road just by Simply Squeezed. Over the railway line, the 

road becomes Le Quesne (pronounced Lucan) which is no exit. There 

is a fabulous swathe of gazanias through here in October and, up the 

end, lots of succulents and a large display of lachenalias in July.  

 

Back out onto the main road again, heading towards Wairoa, turn off 

at Whirinaki Road and then turn left. Through October, there is the 

most remarkable display of portulacas, gazanias, centranthus ruber 

and so much more. We’ve loved these places and I hope you’ll make your own wonderful discoveries.”  

 

Catherine enjoys sharing her and Rob’s adventures and writes a great blog, accompanied by fantastic 

photos. To view it, click on the link:- https://anangelinthewild.blogspot.com/ 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS:  About a year ago, three members of 

the Jervoistown community began to volunteer informally at Fish & 

Game Hawke’s Bay (F&G), helping with plantings around the 

recently excavated lakes on its Burness Road property. 
 

Earlier this year, the possibility of a biodiversity project in the wider 

Jervoistown area began to germinate, with the help of Biodiversity 

Hawke’s Bay and F&G’s then manager. 
 

Group co-ordinator, Vanessa Moon, tells me that, as a result, a small group of residents started 

potting-up a large number of plants in the F&G shade house, working for a few hours once a week. A 

few months later, the seedlings were ready for planting - some at F&G, the rest on private rural land. 
 

Recently, the relationship between the two organisations was 

formalised in an ‘informal’ way, allowing for the use of the shade 

house to grow on plants for community projects as well as for F&G. 
 

Attention then turned towards exploring 

other possibilities for biodiversity projects 

within Jervoistown. With input from Napier 

City Council, several areas were identified as 

possible projects, including removing ivy 

from Neverman’s Bush and doing some under-planting there. This is a 

small existing area of native bush donated to NCC by previous residents of 

Jervoistown some years ago. Volunteers recently organised two working 

bees there and will do some more weeding and planting in the near future.  

 

The group is now ready to ‘go public’ by posting on the members-only Jervoistown Community 

Facebook page, spreading the word about its hopes and aspirations, eager to attract more volunteers.  

 

Vanessa says, “We plan to co-host an Open Day at F&G next month to showcase developments there, 

share a draft plan of other biodiversity projects we hope to undertake in Jervoistown and have a 

BBQ/picnic to build stronger community connections.” If you have a few spare hours and would like to 

help in any way, give Vanessa a call on (06) 844 4606 or 021 0249 0916. 

 

GOOD NEWS! There has been a renaissance of the 

KCC (that’s the junior wing of Forest and Bird) in 

Hawke’s Bay recently with two groups now up and 

running – one with the Hastings/Havelock North Branch with Emma 

Buttle as co-ordinator, the other in Napier, co-ordinated by Sara Shaw. 

 

Last month, they held a combined beach clean-up at Richmond Road 

in Clive.  This particular beach is a notorious ‘litter spot’ so it didn't 

take long to accumulate a lot of rubbish!  This included nine tyres, a 

burnt mattress, cans, beer-bottles, plastic, nappies, fishing apparatus, 

rusted metal and various other paraphernalia.  The volunteers recycled everything that they could, 

including the tyres. The rest went to the dump thanks to Hastings District Council. 
 

There was a great turnout, with around 

forty people armed with bags, buckets and 

gloves and all enjoyed a talk from Bernie 

Kelly, of Birds NZ, who told those present 

about the banded dotterels and other birds 

that live on the fragile coastline.  The kids 

filled in their KCC notebooks and, as a 

treat, got marshmallows at the end. 

New members welcome.  Contact Emma on:- HastingsHavelockNorth@kcc.org.nz 027 945 6970 or 

Sara on:- napier@kcc.org.nz  027 233 6099.  Info on how to join @ www.kcc.org.nz  
 

DOGGONE: Just space to pop in another ‘good news’ story.  This time from America, 

where nearly 4,000 beagles were rescued and removed from the cruelly-run Envigo 

laboratory breeding programme in Virginia.  Well done to the Humane Society of the 

USA and everyone else who helped rescue these poor hounds from a horrific fate.  

 

Now they won’t suffer and will have a chance to be loved and grow old gracefully. 

          Neverman's Bush 
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PICTURE PERFECT 
This female rainbow trout, one of several 

hundred at Fish and Game’s Hawke’s Bay 

Centre in Jervoistown, posed beautifully to 

have her photo taken. 

 

I read that brown trout and rainbow trout 

were imported in the 1880’s by settlers 

who brought them to New Zealand so that 

they could fish them for sport.  Apparently, 

the rainbow did not breed or spread as 

well as the smaller brown. 

 

Both trout are plentiful in Lake Rotorua 

and Lake Taupō and anglers catch them 

in the Tongariro, up-stream from Lake 

Taupō. Of course, they frequent lakes, 

streams and rivers around the country.  

 

Rainbow trout normally live for four or five years and stay in fresh water. 

 

They usually weigh 1–2 kg (2.2 – 4.4 lbs) but, where food is abundant, they may reach 5 kg or more.  

 

Fun Fact:  In 2009, a 21.77 kg (48 lbs) rainbow was caught in Saskatchewan's Lake Diefenbaker. 

 

In New Zealand, the Mackenzie basin hydro-canals have a well-deserved reputation for consistently 

producing huge trout. Eyewitnesses reported seeing an angler land a 24.9kg (55 lbs) brown trout in 

the Pukaki-Ohau A canal a few years ago. Around 30% of rainbows there are trophy size, between 4.5 

– 9 kgs (10 - 20 lbs), with nine percent classed as ‘exceptionally large’ - over 9kgs. 

 

RESCUE AND REHABILITATION: It’s really nice to hear of someone bothering 

to help an injured bird – this time one of our highly-valued natives, a little 

morepork (ruru) which had suffered a concussion and an eye injury.  

 

A dog-walking acquaintance told me how she’d recently found the injured 

bird on her driveway one morning and that the neighbour’s cats were eying 

it up.  After contacting the SPCA, she improvised to protect it, covering the 

ruru with her recycling bin to keep it safe until renowned bird rescuer, Pam 

Turner, came and collected it. 

 

Some ten days later, she was thrilled to receive a lovely letter from Pam, 

with a photo, telling her that, following a course of antibiotics, the morepork 

had recovered and she’d returned it home.   

Pam is one of those precious community champions and un-sung heroes, a volunteer who shuns 

publicity and credited the rescuer for saving the morepork’s life when she sent me this report. 

 

‘Had Rachel not acted with such compassion, that bird would have been dead within a few hours, as it 

was severely injured. It was past caring about safety and self-preservation - just an innate bundle of 

feathers!  Her son also played an important part in locating me and following my advice to keep it 

covered and in the dark, until I could get there. The damaged eye, closed with swelling, was also 

grossly infected.  Dehydrated, starving and in great pain, its life was in the balance for some time.’ 

 

‘Hydration by crop-tubing electrolyte fluids came first, with pain relief. Warmth 

and security, followed later with force-feeding of solids – gradually. It was too ill 

and fearful to self-feed.  Antibiotics cleared up the eye infection and as the 

swelling decreased, it became apparent its sight was still intact.’ 
 

‘As its general condition improved, it started self-feeding on worms, 

cockroaches and spiders, supplemented with rabbit and with water available at 

all times. A week later, it was strong and healed enough for release back into 

its home territory.’ 

 

Pam told me, that when a wild adult bird, like this one, is brought into captivity, 

it’s important to get it released again as soon as possible as it probably has a 

partner out there looking for it. 

 

As a ‘Thank You!’ the ruru bit Pam before it flew off, but she didn’t really mind.  She was just 

delighted to see it feisty and active!  What a great team effort. 

Feeling better and self-feeding 



NEWS UPDATE: During 2020 and 

2021, I featured some ten different 

projects which were going on out at 

The Cape Sanctuary and I’m aware 

that some newsletter readers went on to volunteer out there.  

 

Recently, manager, Rachel Ward, distributed a very interesting and 

professionally put together newsletter, bringing The Cape Sanctuary 

‘family’ up to date with progress and developments. 

 

I thought that many of you would enjoy reading it and finding out a 

bit more about this amazing place, so here is the link and you can also keep up to date with what’s 

happening on its social media pages. https://mailchi.mp/8919d8ebc025/capesanctuarywinter2022  
 

ENVIRONMENT CENTRE FUNDING:  In the news recently, facing a stressful double 

whammy of losing its rented premises as well as a funding crisis, it was good to 

hear of a positive update. Now located at 201 Southland Road in Hastings, the future of the centre is 

looking brighter, thanks to receiving a $50,000 grant from the Hawke’s Bay Regional Council.  

 

BAY BUZZ IS HUMMING: Congratulations to Tom Belford and his 

team for securing funding from NZ on Air to further expand its 

authentic coverage of local issues.  Last month, Bay Buzz’s on-

line platform, The Buzz, asked the question, ‘Are our reserves 

safe?’ The answer for Tainui Reserve is ‘No’.  Not since 2019, 

when Council allowed a mountain bike track to be created in it 

and, once given a foot in the door, the mountain bikers took 

over the entire reserve as their own playground. Sadly, they have done so with the Council’s full 

knowledge and support and this has made it an unsafe and unpleasant destination for walkers and 

other reserve users. Now, the Council’s Draft Reserve Management Plan proposes to construct more 

mountain bike tracks in the reserve.  Council rejected Friends of Tainui Reserve’s petition asking it to 

obtain a legal opinion and Health and Safety Report, as it appears that the RMP may breach two Acts 

and a Bylaw. Story:- www.baybuzz.co.nz/petition-challenges-health-and-safety-in-havelock-reserves/ 
 

RIP QUEEN ELIZABETH II: We will never see her like again and I wanted to 

share a touching anecdote posted by acclaimed trauma surgeon, David Nott, 

OBE, OStJ, FRCS, recalling a lunch he’d had with the late Queen, after 

returning from the horrors of operating in the war-torn Syrian city of Aleppo. 

‘ 

He wrote, ‘I don’t know why it happened then, or why it should have been the 

Queen who breached the dam.  Perhaps it was because she is the mother of 

the nation and I had lost my own dear mother.  

‘My bottom lip started to go and all I wanted to do was burst into tears but I 

held myself together as best I could.  I hoped she wouldn’t ask me another 

question about Aleppo. I knew if she did, I would completely lose it.’ 

 

‘She looked at me quizzically and touched my hand.  She then had a quiet 

word with one of the courtiers who pointed to a silver box in front of her.  I watched as she opened the 

box, which was full of biscuits.  “These are for the dogs,” she said, breaking 

one of the biscuits in two and giving me half.’   

 

‘We fed the biscuits to the corgis under the table and for the rest of the lunch, 

she took the lead and chatted about her dogs, how many she had, what their 

names were, how old they were.  All the while, we were stroking and petting 

them and my anxiety and distress drained away.’ 

 

“There,” the Queen said.  “That’s so much better than talking, isn’t it?” 

 

If you’re aware of a conservation champion or something relevant going on in Hawke’s Bay, please let 

me know and I’ll be happy to follow it up:-  jessicamaxwell2017@gmail.com 

 

 

‘Without our pets, our wallets would be full, 

our houses would be clean 

      but our hearts would be empty.’ 
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