
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Marine Parade is a lovely 

destination if you’re in Napier and 

have an hour or two to spare. You 

can relax and wander from one 

end to the other, taking in all the 

beautiful sculptures, planting and 

activities along the way.  There is 

a lot to see and do along the three 

kilometre iconic sea front. 

 

The various gardens and planted areas look immaculate all year round and are a credit to the 

council’s gardening team. I visited in early July after a cracking frost and amid big ocean swells.  The 

noise of the surf thundering onto the beach was really loud and a cautionary reminder of the 

enormous power of the waves and tidal currents behind them.  

The 1931 Hawke’s Bay earthquake 

raised the land along the foreshore by 

some two metres.  Prior to that, the 

area had been protected from the 

ocean by a sea-wall.  The Art Deco 

inspired Tom Parker Fountain was 

built in 1936 and the lovely Pania of 

the Reef statue was set in pride of 

place in 1954. The life-size bronze 

statue was gifted to the city by the ‘Thirty Thousand Club’, a group of 

civic-minded locals, formed in 1913 with the goal of developing and promoting Napier until its 

population reached 30,000, which it did in 1975 and the club then disbanded. 
 

Representing Pania, a figure in Māori mythology, 15 year-old Hukarere Girl’s College student, Mei 

Robin, was chosen as the model.  In October 2005, the nation was shocked when the much-loved and 

iconic statue was stolen but, thankfully, Pania was found a week later, restored and returned home.  

 

The Sunken Gardens were created in 1969 and 

more recent additions in the area include the 

$676,000 viewing platform built in 2015 and a 

multi-million dollar development in 2016. 

 

Artwork by Jacob Scott includes whalebone 

sculptures next to the basketball courts and Bay 

Skate was developed on the old Marineland site.  

There are bike tracks and several children’s 

playgrounds. I loved the old wooden waterwheel which dates from 1911. This 

was gifted by Mrs H.H. Phillips of Te Rehunga, Dannevirke and installed in 1967.  
 

To be honest, there is so much to see, I can only include a few of the 

many attractions.  The views across Hawke’s Bay from Mahia Peninsula to 

Cape Kidnappers are stunning. Whether you want to enjoy a leisurely stroll 

through the beautifully maintained gardens, play sport, have a picnic, take 

the kids, walk your dog or hop on your bike and enjoy amazing vistas from 

the ocean-side cycling and walking path, there is something for everyone.  
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AQUARIUM CONCERNS:  Red flags were raised recently when I read 

RNZ’s article headed, ‘We should be ashamed', citing animal welfare 

concerns for some residents at the National Aquarium of New Zealand, 

so I went over to Napier the next day to assess their situation for myself. 

 

I was extremely upset to see that Terry, the Hawksbill sea turtle was 

imprisoned in a miserably small, artificially-lit tank and that he had been 

held in captivity at the aquarium since 1979.   

 

That’s 42 YEARS – and he’s been on his own for eons. This tragic 

existence has been inflicted on him by institutional callousness and heartless officials within Napier 

City Council.  Shame on the current council and shame on their predecessors. This is not okay. It’s 

absolutely terrible. Terry and his friends with fins deserve better. 

 

What’s wrong with our local councils? Both Hastings and Napier have an 

appalling track record of ill-treating animals in their clutches. 

 

Their squalid, non-compliant, mismanaged dog pounds were exposed as a 

disgrace. For decades, thousands of dogs suffered harsh treatment or 

were euthanised, even though many were sociable and easily 

rehomable, due to a vile, cruel culture, stemming from the top.   

 

Shame too, on Hastings District Council, whose leaders 

showed no compassion or remorse for the equally terrible 

plight of the big parrots it incarcerated at the Cornwall Park aviary. For decades, the poor 

birds were kept in dank, cold, unsuitably small cages, so confined that they couldn’t fly. 

 

They suffered horribly at the hands of callous personnel until a petition, a complaint to the SPCA and 

embarrassing publicity last year saw the council relinquish one to a private home and two to the SPCA 

which rehomed them to a large aviary where they could finally do what birds do… fly.    

                                 After seeing the inadequate conditions Terry and some of his fellow 

inmates were held in first-hand, WATCHDOG!, (the animal welfare group I 

co-founded in 2014 which helped expose the awfulness of HDC’s and 

NCC’s dog pounds) lodged a Formal Complaint with the Ministry for 

Primary Industries (MPI) and asked it to urgently inspect the facility and carry out an investigation into 

animal welfare concerns there.  We also asked the Zoo Aquarium Association of Australasia (ZAA) 

which accredits the aquarium to urgently inspect and assess the facility. The ZAA acted immediately, 

contacted the council and is currently liaising with aquarium staff. An MPI Animal Welfare Inspector 

has met the manager and staff and I’ll keep you posted if there are any updates. 

 

These are the two agencies with the authority to make recommendations or changes. We hope that 

the marine life suffering most will be moved from their ghastly tanks into much better environments, 

ending their nightmare existence.  People need to speak up and speak out for those with no voice.  

DIRTY DUMPING:  The local volunteers in the 

Palmbrook Reserve Care Group are doing a great 

job of tidying up countless years of council 

neglect, so it must have been gut wrenching for 

them to clear a bank of weeds during a Working 

Bee in March, only to uncover an extensive, old, 

unauthorised orchard dump right beside the 

Karituwhenua Stream.  This, of course is a tributary of Te Karamū, which is undergoing restoration. 

 

I noticed the rubbish while walking my dog on 29 July, was horrified and sent photos to both HDC and 

HBRC. It’s hard to understand how any orchardist could have thought that it was okay to dump tons of 

general garbage, including asbestos, lead paint tins, plastic, rusting car parts and, possibly, chemicals 

beside a watercourse.  Some rubbish was already in the stream and heading towards Te Karamū. 

 

HBRC’s Compliance and Asset Management teams are currently liaising with HDC managers to 

ensure the best outcome for the environment.  As more details come to hand, I’ll keep you updated. 

 

While enjoying Palmbrook Reserve, it was really nice to see that 

someone had made good use of three old tyres, painting them 

and creating a quirky wishing well, while a colourful garden area, 

which is lovingly planted and tended, remembers a local resident. 



PICTURE PERFECT 

 

This up-close and personal photo of Wingspan’s gorgeous 

barn owl, Jarli, was taken by Elise Cox, who co-runs The 

Sewing Room at Keirunga Gardens and is a keen and 

knowledgeable wildlife enthusiast.  She visited the Wingspan 

National Bird of Prey Centre earlier this year and recommends 

it and the Flight of the Falcons demonstration as a priority for 

anyone visiting Rotorua. 

 

Barn owls have been vagrants in NZ since the 1940’s but 

weren't recorded breeding here until 2008, in Kaitaia. This 

makes them our newest native bird of prey. 

 

Every year Wingspan goes up to Northland to monitor the wild 

barn owl population and, over a decade ago, they came back 

with an injured female. She was unable to be released so the 

centre became her home. At that time she was the only barn 

owl in captivity in NZ, so was named Tahi (One). Many years 

later, they rescued another injured owl, a male named Bubo, 

which could not be released, and the rest is history!  Jarli is Tahi’s and Bubo's grand-daughter. 
 

Jarli is the first hand-raised and trained barn owl in New Zealand history, so she's a very special bird. 

She often comes out to meet and greet visitors and is a huge hit. See:- https://www.wingspan.co.nz/ 
 

Fun Fact:  Barn owls are the most widely distributed species of owl in the world, breeding on all 

continents except Antarctica. For more information about them go to:- www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz 

 

GOOD SORTS:  The Haumoana Ecology Group was 

formed last year, with the idea of bringing people 

together to help to protect and restore the area’s 

natural environment and improve biodiversity and 

wildlife habitat in and around Haumoana.   

 

The informal committee is working with local 

mana whenua at Matahiwi Marae as well as collaborating with the councils 

and a range of like-minded community groups such as Biodiversity Hawke’s Bay, Cape Coast 

Community Group and, of course, the locals.  In this short space of time, the results are impressive. 

 

During the past year, volunteers have planted several thousand natives in coastal wetlands around 

the lagoons and estuaries, including Grange Creek at Haumoana Road on probably the wettest and 

coldest day of the year!  A second planting day on 8 August went brilliantly. The plants are watered 

and cared for over spring and summer to ensure they thrive. The group also hopes to organise some 

education around the ecology of the area and has received funding from Biodiversity HB for signage.  

 

 

If you’d like to volunteer your time and skills to help or support the group, then please e-mail:- Liz 

Remmerswaal:- lizrem@gmail.com or follow them on Facebook. 
 

The Esk River is benefiting from the hard 

work of volunteers in the Esk River Care 

Group (Te Huka Waihinganga). 

 

This winter, some 3,500 natives were 

planted and the group got a great helping 

hand from Eskdale Primary School, one of 68 Enviroschools in the province.  Formed in 2018 and 

partnering with Pan Pac Forest Products and the school, the group’s main objectives are to improve 

water quality through a reduction in sediment entering the river; improve biodiversity, improve 

habitats of native fish, create opportunities for education and recreation and ensure that they work 

within the constraints of the existing flood hazards. And they’re doing a great job. Want to help?  Head 

to:- www.eskrivercare.org for more information. 

 

BIN IT: It’s great to see that soft plastics, which were previously destined for landfill, are 

now being collected for recycling at local stores.  The bin outside New World in Havelock 

North is always nearly full when I pop my contribution in. The Warehouse, Countdown 

and Pak ’N Save also have these recycling bins available outside some of their stores. 

https://www.wingspan.co.nz/
http://www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz/
mailto:lizrem@gmail.com
http://www.eskrivercare.org/


CONSERVATION CHAMPIONS 
 

Greg and Rachel Hart’s Mangarara Station is a 610ha 

regenerative sheep and beef farm near Elsthorpe. The 

couple are passionate about restoring biodiversity on 

the farm and, over the past 13 years, have planted 

more than 115,000 trees, both native and exotic.  

 

Native trees have been planted on the hill country and 

around dams and Horseshoe Lake, while their recent 

focus has been developing Silvopasture or Agroforestry 

systems.  These are innovative methods of farming 

where a variety of species are planted through pastures to increase biodiversity, cycle nutrients, 

shade, shelter and fodder for both animals and the soil and, of course, sequester lots more carbon. 

 

Greg tells me that none of this planting could have taken place without the amazing 

community of volunteers they have supporting the farm. “This was highlighted in June by 

the arrival of twenty volunteers over the space of a week who helped us plant more than 

2,000 trees in the wettest and wildest weather we’ve had this year.” 

These hardy souls were rewarded with hot meals, good company and a warm, comfy bed – and, of 

course, had the satisfaction of knowing that they were helping make the world a better place. For 

more information about the farm and its Eco Lodge accommodation, go to:- https://mangarara.co.nz 

 

BUSY BEES:  Forest and Bird Napier Branch held their 

Annual Planting Day on 24 July. 50 volunteers, in 

conjunction with the Hawke's Bay Regional Council, 

put in 1,300 plants at Waitangi Regional Park. The 

Napier Branch has now been involved with successful 

planting at the park for the last 6 years - evidence of 

this can be seen in the flourishing growth of plants 

from previous years’ plantings. 

HBRC very generously put on a sausage sizzle afterwards which was much 

appreciated by all. That’s another great community effort which is bound to enhance 

biodiversity in the area, so ‘Well done!’ to all concerned.  Photographer: Lynne Anderson. 

 

To bring this month’s planting news to a close, the photo of the volunteers 

who recently planted some 1,500 natives in Dolbel Reserve enjoying a well-

deserved morning tea, sums up the camaraderie among the good sorts 

helping enhance our local reserves.  It’s all about being part of a team.  

 

The plants were propagated from seed by Joff Hulbert, Ted Angove and John 

Holschier who are friends of Rotary Taradale.  Photographer: Mike Wong. 
 

HAPPY ENDING:  One very lucky, hand-reared Japanese quail which got separated from 

her family had quite the story to tell them three weeks later when they were reunited.  

 

Ginger, who usually resides in a quiet street in Havelock North, was found hiding in a 

garden about five hundred metres away (as the quail flies), on a frosty winter’s night. 

 

She wisely allowed herself to be caught and was kept safe and warm overnight before 

being moved to a foster carer’s aviary.  The search for her owner then began. Social 

media plus serendipity successfully matched Ginger with her real owner Alfie, and she was reunited 

with him and her own sisters, much to everyone’s delight.  Alfie is a mine of information 

about quail, has his own incubator and brooder and loves breeding and caring for the 

birds. Their cages are moved frequently and they get out for flying lessons quite 

regularly. What a great team effort to get Ginger home and ‘Thumbs Up!’ for kindness. 

If you’re aware of a conservation champion or something relevant going on in Hawke’s Bay, please let 

me know and I’ll be happy to follow it up:-  jessicamaxwell2017@gmail.com 

 

 

    “The more I learn about people, 

    the more I like my dog.” 
    

 Mark Twain 

    Wet and windy conditions didn’t deter these hardy volunteers 

https://mangarara.co.nz/
mailto:jessicamaxwell2017@gmail.com

